
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

West Side Catholic Center 
 
  
Your Project Title: Expressive Arts Program 

Your Project Summary: Programs healing the homeless need to address the psychological and 

physiological effects of trauma. Drawing, painting, music and other forms of art therapy help traumatized 

individuals express their feelings in a manner that allows them to heal. WSCC offers therapeutic arts 

programming designed to process traumas and emotions. The Expressive Arts Program provides clients 

with a series of therapeutic art classes and activities that culminate in an Expressive Arts Program 

Performance. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Great application and initiative that is addressing an issue that not often spoken about! Homeless 

people are a part of our community and deserve the access to facilities and programs that will help re-

integrate them into our day to day society. "Expressive Arts Program" is not only a creative outlet for these 

participants but also a safe space to have fun, work on new skills, and build community. I also love that 

there is an Arts Showcase every year to celebrate the work that was created during the program. I believe 

its important for the participants because it helps to foster pride and confidence when one's work is 

displayed, but its important for the general public as well to see this showcase because it gives you a totally 

different perspective of that person. Suddenly its not about social status. It's about Art and how it innately 

connects us all. This is of huge public benefit to the community and WSCC's organization capacity gives 

me confidence that this will be another successful year of impacting the lives of their participants and 

community. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. This Catholic social services agency seeks funding to 

support Expressive Art Program: Art Therapy to assist trauma recovery. The project culminates in a 

performance. This project has significant public benefit and high potential for artistic vibrancy. The artistic 

product is less important than the artistic process and the experience of the individual participants, which 

is exciting and freeing. The program is making a significant difference in peoples lives. I wish the application 

would have included more details on cultural field trips (locations, numbers) and wish there was more 

information available regarding who is teaching art classes. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: I like the diversity of artistic disciplines involved. It appears as though they have been intentional 

about learning from their designated communities. Seems that this has been an iterative process, they learn 

from previous incarnations of this work. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application very clearly meets the funding criteria. The public benefit is shown through the 

free offering of the classes and a focus on a community in need. The partnerships created with art 

professional of very high caliber elevates the program and the artistic and cultural vibrancy it offers. As the 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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center is running multiple other programs with a larger budget, the organizational capacity to fulfill this 

project is evident. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The organizational capacity was clearly demonstrated through the excellent record keeping. It 

was very helpful to have specifics on who is served by the program. I would have liked to see a more 

sophisticated goal, other than participation and the ways success will be measured could have used more 

detail. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

